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RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Filing Requirement 
Location in 

Environmental 
Report

 Provide a detailed description and location map of the Project facilities (§ 
380.12(c)(1)).  
 Include all pipeline and aboveground facilities. 
 Include support areas for construction or operation. 
 Identify facilities to be abandoned. 

Sections 1.1, 1.3 
Figure 1.1-1 

 Describe any non-jurisdictional facilities that would be built in association with the 
Project. (§ 380.12(c)(2)). 
 Include auxiliary facilities (See § 2.55(a)). 
 Describe the relationship to the jurisdictional facilities. 
 Include ownership, land requirements, gas consumption, megawatt size, 

construction status, and an update of the latest status of Federal, state, and local 
permits/approvals. 

 Include the length and diameter of any interconnecting pipeline. 
 Apply the four-factor test to each facility (see § 380.12(c)(2)(ii)). 

Section 1.14 
 

 Provide current, original United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute 
series topographic maps with mileposts showing the Project facilities (§ 
380.12(c)(3)). 
 Maps of equivalent details are acceptable if legible (check with staff). 
 Show locations of all linear project elements, and label them. 
 Show locations of all significant aboveground facilities, and label them. 

Appendix 1A 

    Provide aerial images or photographs or alignment sheets based on these sources 
with mileposts showing the Project facilities. 
(§ 380.12(c)(3)). 
 No more than one-year old. 
 Scale no smaller than 1:6,000. 

Appendix 1A 
[Not included with this 

draft] 

 Provide plot/site plans of compressor stations showing the location of the nearest 
noise-sensitive areas (NSA) within one mile (§ 380.12(c)(3,4)). 
 Scale no smaller than 1:3,600. 
 Show reference to topographic maps and aerial alignments provided above. 

Appendix 1A 
[Not included with this 

draft] 

 Describe construction and restoration methods (§ 380.12(c)(6)). Section 1.5 
 Identify the permits required for construction across surface waters    

(§ 380.12(c)(9)). 
 Include the status of all permits. 
 For construction in the Federal offshore area, be sure to include consultation 

with the MMS. File with the MMS for rights-of-way grants at the same time or 
before you file with FERC. 

Section 1.12 and Table 
1B-6, Appendix 1B 

 Provide the names and addresses of all affected landowners as required and certify 
that all affected landowners will be notified.  
 Affected landowners are defined in § 157.6(d)(2). 
 Provide an electronic copy directly to the environmental staff. 

Appendix 1E 
Privileged & 
Confidential 
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RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Filing Requirement 
Location in 

Environmental 
Report

Additional Information Often Missing and Resulting in Data Requests  

 Describe all authorizations required to complete the proposed action and the status 
of applications for such authorizations. 

Section 1.12 and Table 
1B-6,  

Appendix 1B 

     Provide plot/site plans of all other aboveground facilities that are not completely 
within the right-of-way. 

Appendix 1A  
[Not included with this 

draft] 
 Provide detailed typical construction right-of-way cross-section diagrams showing 

information such as widths and relative locations of existing rights-of-way, new 
permanent rights-of-way, and temporary construction rights-of-way. 

Appendix 1A 
[Not included with this 

draft] 
 Summarize the total acreage of land affected by construction and operation of the 

Project. 
Section 1.4 

 If Resource Report 5 - Socioeconomics is not provided, provide the start and end 
dates of construction, the number of pipeline spreads that would be used, and the 
workforce per spread. 

See Resource Report 5 
[Not included with this 

draft] 

 Send two (2) additional copies of topographic maps and aerial images/photographs 
directly to the environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects (OEP). 

Appendix 1A  
[Not included with this 

draft] 
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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 
Access Northeast  Access Northeast Project 
Algonquin   Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC 
API    American Petroleum Institute 
ATWS    additional temporary workspace  
Bcf/d    billion cubic feet per day 
BDP Plan  Best Drilling Practices Plan  
BMP Best Management Practice 
BOG boil off gas 
Certificate certificate of public convenience and necessity 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations 
CTDEEP Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
DOER Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources 
DPU Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities 
Dth/d Dekatherms per day 
E&SCP Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 
EI Environmental Inspector 
Eversource (electric) NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource 
Eversource (gas) NSTAR Gas Company d/b/a Eversource 
FERC or Commission Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
FERC Plan Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan  
FERC Procedures Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures 
HDD horizontal directional drill  
hp horsepower 
LNG liquefied natural gas 
MAOP maximum allowable operating pressure  
Maritimes Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline, L.L.C. 
MassDEP Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Mdth/d thousand dekatherms per day 
MLV mainline valve 
MMSCFD million cubic feet per day 
M&R metering and regulating  
MP milepost  
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act  
NFPA National Fire Protection Association 
NGA Natural Gas Act  
NYCDEP New York City Department of Environmental Protection 
NYSDEC New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
O&M operations and maintenance 
PAR permanent access road  
PHMSA Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Project Access Northeast Project 
psig pounds per square inch gauge  
RIDEM Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
ROW right-of-way 
SHPO State Historic Preservation Office 
SPCC Plan Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure Plan  
SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
U.S.  United States 
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USDOT U.S. Department of Transportation  
USEPA    U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
USFWS   U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
USGS    U.S. Geological Survey  
Watershed Regulations Rules and Regulations for the Protection from Contamination, 

Degradation, and Pollution of the New York City Water Supply and Its 
Sources 
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1.0 RESOURCE REPORT 1 - GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
1.1 Introduction 
 
Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC (“Algonquin”) is seeking a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity (“Certificate”) from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC” or the “Commission”) 
pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act1 (“NGA”) to construct, install, own, operate, and maintain 
the Access Northeast Project2 (“Access Northeast” or the “Project”). Algonquin also seeks authorization to 
abandon certain facilities under Section 7(b) of the NGA3. As part of this Project, Algonquin will upgrade 
and expand the existing Algonquin pipeline system and construct a liquefied natural gas (“LNG”) storage 
facility in New England to deliver, on peak days, up to an additional 925,000 dekatherms per day (“Dth/d”) 
of natural gas. The Project is designed to meet the capacity needs of natural gas fired electric generating 
units as coal and nuclear electric generating units retire. Access Northeast will be implemented in phases, 
with the initial phase currently projected to be in-service by November 1, 2018.  Phasing Project 
construction over several years will allow New England’s natural gas-fired generators to begin acquiring 
firm transportation capacity as soon as possible while phasing in the full project capacity and associated 
costs over a longer period.  
 
The Project includes the construction of approximately 123.22 miles of pipeline facilities, modifications at 
seven existing compressor stations4, the construction of one new compressor station, associated pipeline 
facilities including metering and regulating (“M&R”) stations and the construction of an LNG liquefaction, 
storage, and vaporization facility (“Access Northeast LNG Facility”). These proposed Project facilities will 
be located in New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts. 
 
The FERC will conduct a full review of the Project under its regulations in compliance with the NGA and 
the National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”). On November 3, 2015, Algonquin requested approval 
from the FERC to initiate the Pre-filing review process for the Project, and the FERC issued its approval of 
Algonquin’s Pre-filing request on November 17, 2015 under Docket No. PF16-1-000. The Pre-filing review 
process allows for active participation by interested stakeholders early on in Project development while 
maintaining a coordinated schedule and helps to ensure the timely review and determination on the 
Certificate application. The Pre-filing review process also allows for open communication during the 
planning stages of the Project and greatly improves the FERC’s ability to identify issues early and address 
them in the Environmental Report. Upon completion of the Pre-filing review process, Algonquin will file 
an application with the Commission for a Certificate to construct, install, own, operate, and maintain the 
Project. 
 
The FERC’s NEPA review process requires an applicant to submit an Environmental Report consisting of 
up to 13 individual resource reports. Each resource report addresses a particular aspect of the environment 
in the Project area and evaluates the potential effects of the construction and operation of the Project on that 
particular aspect. This Pre-Filing Draft Resource Report 1 (General Project Description) identifies the 
purpose and need for the proposed Project, the locations and descriptions of Project facilities, the proposed 
construction procedures, construction schedule, operation and maintenance procedures, potential plans for 

                                                      
1  15 U.S.C. § 717f(c) (2012). 
2  The Access Northeast Project is being developed by Algonquin, whose members are Spectra Algonquin 

Holdings, LLC, Eversource Gas Transmission LLC and National Grid Algonquin LLC. 
3  15 U.S.C. § 717f(b) (2012) 
4  The Weymouth Compressor Station in Norfolk County, Massachusetts, which will be constructed and 

operational as part of the Atlantic Bridge Project under CP16-9-000, will be modified as part of the Access 
Northeast Project.  
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future expansion of the proposed facilities, agency consultation and landowner notification status, permits 
and approvals required to construct and operate the Project, and the status of field surveys.  
 
A checklist showing the status of the FERC filing requirements for Resource Report 1 is included following 
the table of contents. Refer to Figure 1.1-1 for a Project overview map that shows the location of all 
proposed Project facilities. Required drawings and maps showing the proposed Project facilities are located 
in Appendix 1A. 
 
1.2 Purpose and Need 
 
The Project is designed to advance a customized solution to New England’s electric challenges.  Directly 
connected with 60 percent of New England’s power plants off the Algonquin and Maritimes & Northeast 
Pipeline, L.L.C. (“Maritimes”) systems, Access Northeast will provide critically needed natural gas pipeline 
capacity and market area storage to ensure the reliability of New England’s power generation fleet and help 
to reduce energy prices in the region.  The Project’s purpose is to provide additional pipeline capacity 
necessary for the transportation of significant and diverse natural gas supplies from receipt points at 
Mahwah (New Jersey), Ramapo (New York), and Brookfield (Connecticut), to four aggregation areas in 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Maine for use primarily by power generators beginning in 
the 2018-2019 winter heating season.  The Access Northeast Project will: 
 

1. Expand pipeline facilities and develop market area storage assets to deliver up to 900,000 Dth per 
day of natural gas for electric generation markets in four identified regional zones – based on power 
plant access and efficiency – that directly connect to approximately 60% of New England’s electric 
generation; and 

2. Increase Algonquin’s mainline capacity by up to an additional 515,000 Dth/d and provide for the 
deliverability of an additional 410,000 Dth/d from on-system storage at Acushnet, thereby 
enhancing access to traditional and new supply sources in the U.S. for New England.  Of the 
additional capacity, 900,000 Dth/d will be able to serve reliably, on a firm basis, approximately 
5,000 MW of electric generation on a given day.  The additional 25,000 Dth/d of mainline capacity, 
and an equivalent amount of new lateral capacity, will allow a project shipper that is a local 
distribution company to meet increased peak demand in the market area at the beginning of the 
traditional heating season.   

 
Algonquin held an open season for the Access Northeast Project from February 18, 2015 through May 1, 
2015 and held a reverse open season from October 2, 2015 through October 30, 2015 (collectively, the 
“Open Seasons”).  Algonquin did not receive any offers to turn back capacity.  As a result of the Open 
Seasons, Algonquin has executed certain precedent agreements and anticipates that it will execute other 
such precedent agreements with electric distribution and local distribution companies (collectively, the 
“Project Shippers”) for firm transportation service to deliver new, critically needed natural gas supplies to 
New England markets.  The Project will be implemented in phases, with the initial phase currently projected 
to be in service by November 1, 2018.  Quantities and in-service dates for each phase will be specified in 
the certificate application once commercial agreements are finalized.  Placing the Phase 1 Project facilities 
in service by November 1, 2018 will allow Algonquin to meet its contractual commitments to provide 
service as described in the precedent agreements for the Project and to provide the regional benefits 
described below. The Project has been designed specifically to meet the demand reflected in the precedent 
agreements with the Project Shippers.  These Project Shippers are primarily electric distribution companies 
and serve a different industry sector than shippers on other Algonquin pipeline projects.  Additionally, the 
Project Shippers have agreed to pay incremental rates for this Project capacity and, as such, the Project is 
not financially dependent on any other project.    
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Figure 1.1-1 Access Northeast Project Overview Map 
 


